
 

 

 

 

 

MINUTES OF RAVENNA CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

November 4, 2019  

 

 The Regular Meeting of Council of the City of Ravenna was called to order at 7:00 P.M., 

November 4, 2019, by Council President, Joseph Bica.                                                                                                                                                                                

 

 The following were present on the roll call:  Andrew Kluge, Bruce Ribelin, Scott 

Rainone, Paul Moskun, Robert Kairis, Amy Michael and Matt Harper.   

 

 Also attending the meeting were: Mayor Frank Seman; Finance Director, Kim Cecora; 

Law Director, Frank Cimino; City Engineer, Bob Finney; Law Director, Frank Cimino; Police 

Chief Jeff Wallis; Fire Chief Geoff Cleveland; Larry Selinius of 123 North Walnut Street, 

Ravenna, Ohio; Clifford Soudil of 464 Woodland Street, Ravenna, Ohio; Christina West of 732 

Eastland Avenue, Ravenna, Ohio; Robin Norton of 467 Pratt Street, Ravenna, Ohio; Deena 

Tannert of James Carozzi of 1233 Shadowlawn Drive, Ravenna, Ohio; Deena Tannert of 784 

East Main Street, Ravenna, Ohio; Greg Francis of 558 Coolman Avenue, Ravenna, Ohio; Clark 

Magdych of 1011 Sunnywood Lane, Ravenna, Ohio; Mark Smith of 3843 McElrath Street, 

Ravenna, Ohio; Denise Baba of 10045 Brushwood Drive, Streetsboro, Ohio.   

 

 A moment of meditation and silence was then observed. President Bica then led those in 

attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.  

 

 MINUTES:  A motion was made by Mr. Ribelin, seconded by Mr. Moskun to approve 

the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting of October 7, 2019.  Voice Vote:  All Ayes.   

 
 COMMUNICATIONS:   The clerk noted a Notice to Legislative Authority was 
received earlier in the day.  This is for a new carryout license at the Chipotle Mexican Grill at the 
Giant Eagle lot.   
 
 There being no objection, the clerk was directed to send in the appropriate documentation 
to the State of Ohio Liquor Control Board.   
 
 The clerk noted there was a letter received from the State of Ohio regarding the 
November 7 appeal hearing regarding the Den Lounge.  That appeal has been withdrawn.   
 
 The clerk said that a proclamation was received from Cin-Day Lucky Dogs Browns 
Backers.  Ravenna was chosen to be the Browns Backers Suburb of the week.  That was the 
week of October 7.   
 
 Mr. Cimino said the Den appeal was the final appeal.  They failed to file a timely request 
to allow them to continue to be opened pending the appeal.  It was too late when it was filed.  
That was denied.  This is the full hearing on the request to overturn the decision by the 
Department of Liquor Control.  This finalizes the issue.   
 

 DELEGATIONS:   Mr. Rick Walden was scheduled.  However, he did not appear.  

There were no other delegations from the public wishing to address Council.   

 

 REPORTS OF OFFICIALS:  There being no other comments, a motion was made by 

Mr. Kairis, seconded by Mr. Moskun to accept the reports of officials.  Voice Vote:  All Ayes.    

 

 REPORT OF COMMITTEES:  President Bica said Committee meetings will be held 

Tuesday, November 12, 2019 starting at 5:30 PM.     

 

 Utilities: Mr. Moskun said this committee had nothing to report.    

 

 Information Systems:  Ms. Michael said this committee will be meeting November 12, 

time to be announced.   

 

 Planning Committee:  Mr. Kairis said this committee had three items on the agenda.  A 

meeting will be held November 12, time to be announced.   
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Committee of the Whole:   President Bica said Committee of the Whole meeting will be 

held Monday, November 18, 2019 at 7:00 P.M.  

 

 Public Health & Safety Committee:  Mr. Kluge said this committee was sponsoring 

three items on the agenda.  A meeting is to be determined.   

 

 Streets & Sidewalks Committee:  Mr. Harper said this committee was sponsoring one 

item on the agenda.  If a meeting is needed it will be held November 12.   

 

 Personnel:  Mr. Rainone said no items are on the agenda.  If a meeting is required, it will 

be held November 12.   

 

Community & Economic Development:  Mr. Ribelin said there are no items on the 

agenda being sponsored by this Committee.  If something comes up, a meeting will be held.   

 

 Cemetery:  Mr. Ribelin said the negotiations regarding the $100,000.00 bequeathed to 

the cemetery have been completed.  They have hired two landscape architects; both will handle 

different facets.  He thinks it will be good for the cemetery.  He will be leaving at the end of his 

term and there will be a new person coming on. That person will need to be appointed at the joint 

meeting of Council and Township Trustees.  He really hopes the plans get implemented.   

 

 Ms. Michael said that Mr. Ribelin is actually one of the few who can attend the cemetery 

meetings because they are held during the day.  She expressed her concern that most everyone 

else has a job and work at during the day.   

 

 Mr. Ribelin responded he has somebody in mind who will probably be able to attend the 

meetings.  He’ll have more information on that later.  They also have a new clerk treasurer.  

They hated to lose Mrs. Nething who was their clerk treasurer for over 20 years.   

 

 First Reading of Ordinances:   

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-109:  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE 

MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH PORTAGE COUNTY 

REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION TO PROVIDE FAIR HOUSING 

SERVICES TO THE CITY AS PART OF THE FY 2019 COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM GRANT, AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY, was read for the first time, by title only.  

 

 Mr. Ribelin said this simply authorizes the mayor to enter into an agreement with Portage 

County Regional Planning Commission to provide fair housing services to the City of Ravenna 

as part of the 2019 CHIP grant.   

 

 There being no further comments or questions, Mr. Ribelin moved to waive the require-

ment that legislation be read at three separate meetings. Mr. Harper seconded the motion. Vote: 

All Ayes. Ms. Michael moved to approve this Ordinance as an emergency measure for the reason 

set forth in the Ordinance. The motion was seconded by Mr. Ribelin.  Vote: All Ayes. A motion 

was made by Mr. Ribelin, seconded by Mr. Kluge that Ordinance No. 2019-109 be adopted. 

Vote: All Ayes. The President of Council declared Ordinance 2019-109 adopted.    

     

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-110:  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE 

MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH HERITAGE OHIO, INC., 

FOR THE CITY’S PARTICIPATION IN THE OHIO MAIN STREET 

PROGRAM, APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $500.00 FROM THE GENERAL 

FUND TO PAY FOR THE CITY’S PARTICIPATION IN THE PROGRAM, was 

read for the first time, by title only.  

 

 Mr. Kairis explained that this is a yearly agreement the City enters into with Heritage 

Ohio which governs the Main Street Program.  The two components the City needs to provide 

for this is a $500.00 yearly fee and the hope that someone on City Council will attend training, 

which is already done.  This authorizes the mayor to sign that agreement.  He will abstain 

because he is a member of the Board of Directors for Main Street.  Mr. Rainone is abstaining 

because his wife is on the board. 
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 There being no further comments or questions, Mr. Harper moved to waive the 

requirement that legislation be read at three separate meetings. Mr. Moskun seconded the  

motion. Vote: Ayes:  Harper, Moskun, Michael, Ribelin, Kluge; Nays:  None; Abstain:  

Rainone, Kairis.  Vote: All Ayes. A motion was made by Mr. Ribelin, seconded by Ms. 

Michael that Ordinance No. 2019-110 be adopted. Vote: Ayes:  Ribelin, Michael, Harper, 

Moskun, Kluge; Nays:  None; Abstain:  Kairis, Rainone. The President of Council declared 

Ordinance 2019-110 adopted.   

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-111:  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE 

MAYOR TO APPLY FOR A WILDLIFE GRANT THROUGH THE OHIO 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES, TO BENEFIT THE KIDS FOR 

CONSERVATION PROGRAM IN THE PARKS & RECREATION 

DEPARTMENT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read for the first 

time, by title only.   

 

 Mr. Kairis explained this is one of two different $500.00 grants.  Both Judy Watkins and 

Jill Halligan have been trained by ODNR in order to qualify to even apply for these grants.  This 

is an outdoor learning lab as part of the summer day camp.  It will be at City Park.   

 

 There being no further comments or questions, Ms. Michael moved to waive the require-

ment that legislation be read at three separate meetings. Mr. Harper seconded the motion. Vote: 

All Ayes. Ms. Michael moved to approve this Ordinance as an emergency measure for the reason 

set forth in the Ordinance. The motion was seconded by Mr. Ribelin.  Vote: All Ayes. A motion 

was made by Mr. Kairis, seconded by Ms. Michael that Ordinance No. 2019-111 be adopted. 

Vote: All Ayes. The President of Council declared Ordinance 2019-111 adopted.    

     

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-112:  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE 

MAYOR TO APPLY FOR A WILDLIFE GRANT THROUGH THE OHIO 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES, TO BENEFIT THE PARKS & 

RECREATION DEPARTMENT “EDUCATIONAL POLLINATORS IN THE 

PARK PROGRAM”, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read for the 

first time, by title only.   

 

 Mr. Kairis said this is the second $500.00 grant.  It will be for educational pollinators, 

about bees, and held at Chestnut Hills Park.   

 

 There being no further comments or questions, Mr. Ribelin moved to waive the require-

ment that legislation be read at three separate meetings. Mr. Harper seconded the motion. Vote: 

All Ayes. Mr. Harper moved to approve this Ordinance as an emergency measure for the reason 

set forth in the Ordinance. The motion was seconded by Ms. Michael.  Vote: All Ayes. A motion 

was made by Ms. Michael, seconded by Mr. Kairis that Ordinance No. 2019-112 be adopted. 

Vote: All Ayes. The President of Council declared Ordinance 2019-112 adopted.    

     

 ORDINANCE NO. 2019-113:  AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE 

SUM OF $20,000.00 FROM THE SEWER FUND FOR THE PURCHASE AND 

INSTALLATION OF A CENTRIFUGAL PUMP FOR THE MAPLEWOOD 

LIFT STATION, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read for the first 

time, by title only.   

 

 Mr. Moskun said this pump was a necessity for the operation at the school.  Without it, 

the school would have to shut down.  It’s a very integral part of the wastewater treatment system.   

 

 There being no further comments or questions, Mr. Kairis moved to waive the require-

ment that legislation be read at three separate meetings. Mr. Ribelin seconded the motion. Vote: 

All Ayes. Mr. Kluge moved to approve this Ordinance as an emergency measure for the reason 

set forth in the Ordinance. The motion was seconded by Mr. Moskun.  Vote: All Ayes. A motion 

was made by Mr. Harper, seconded by Mr. Moskun that Ordinance No. 2019-113 be adopted. 

Vote: All Ayes. The President of Council declared Ordinance 2019-113 adopted.   
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ORDINANCE NO. 2019-114:  AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE 

SUM OF $20,000.00 FROM THE SEWER FUND FOR THE PURCHASE AND 

INSTALLATION OF NEW GATE VALVE ASSEMBLIES AT THE 

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT, AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY, was read for the first time, by title only.   

 

 Mr. Moskun explained the valves at the wastewater treatment plant are at the end of their 

life.  There are times they get frozen up and are almost totally inoperable.  They are at the point 

where they had to be replaced because of the amount of time it takes to operate those, it wasn’t 

profitable for the department any more.   

 

 There being no further comments or questions, Mr. Harper moved to waive the require-

ment that legislation be read at three separate meetings. Ms. Michael seconded the motion. Vote: 

All Ayes. Ms. Michael moved to approve this Ordinance as an emergency measure for the reason 

set forth in the Ordinance. The motion was seconded by Mr. Kairis.  Vote: All Ayes. A motion 

was made by Mr. Kairis, seconded by Mr. Kluge that Ordinance No. 2019-114 be adopted. Vote: 

All Ayes. The President of Council declared Ordinance 2019-114 adopted.    

     

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-115:  AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE FY2018 

BULLETPROOF VEST GRANT FROM THE UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE IN THE SUM OF $2,896.08; RECORD 

ESTIMATED REVENUES AND APPROPRIATE FUNDS AS DETAILED IN 

EXHIBIT “A”, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read for the first 

time, by title only.   

 

 Mr. Kluge gave the explanation that this is as it reads.   

 

 There being no further comments or questions, Mr. Kluge moved to waive the require-

ment that legislation be read at three separate meetings. Mr. Ribelin seconded the motion. Vote: 

All Ayes. Ms. Michael moved to approve this Ordinance as an emergency measure for the reason 

set forth in the Ordinance. The motion was seconded by Mr. Kairis.  Vote: All Ayes. A motion 

was made by Mr. Harper, seconded by Mr. Kluge that Ordinance No. 2019-115 be adopted. 

Vote: All Ayes. The President of Council declared Ordinance 2019-115 adopted.    

     

 ORDINANCE NO. 2019-116:  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE 

MAYOR TO APPLY FOR THE FY2020 IMPAIRED DRIVING 

ENFORCEMENT & SELECTIVE TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT (IDEP/STEP) 

GRANT FROM THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY; 

ACCEPTING THE FY 2020 IDEP/STEP GRANT IN THE SUM OF $24,171.00; 

RECORD ESTIMATED REVENUES AND APPROPRIATE FUNDS AS 

DETAILED IN EXHIBIT “A”, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read 

for the first time, by title only.   

 

 Mr. Kluge said this is a grant the breakdown of the grant was distributed earlier.   

 

 There being no further comments or questions, Mr. Ribelin moved to waive the require-

ment that legislation be read at three separate meetings. Ms. Michael seconded the motion. Vote: 

All Ayes. Ms. Michael moved to approve this Ordinance as an emergency measure for the reason 

set forth in the Ordinance. The motion was seconded by Mr. Kairis.  Vote: All Ayes. A motion 

was made by Mr. Harper, seconded by Mr. Kluge that Ordinance No. 2019-116 be adopted. 

Vote: All Ayes. The President of Council declared Ordinance 2019-116 adopted.    

     

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-117:  AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE OHIO 

LAW ENFORCEMENT BODY ARMOR GRANT FROM THE OHIO 

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN THE SUM OF $6,462.75; RECORD ESTIMATED 

REVENUES AND APPROPRIATE FUNDS AS DETAILED IN EXHIBIT “A”, 

AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read for the first time, by title only.   
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 Mr. Kluge said this is the last of the three grants applied for by the Police Department.  

The breakdown is on Schedule A.   

 

 There being no further comments or questions, Mr. Harper moved to waive the require-

ment that legislation be read at three separate meetings. Ms. Michael seconded the motion. Vote: 

All Ayes. Mr. Ribelin moved to approve this Ordinance as an emergency measure for the reason 

set forth in the Ordinance. The motion was seconded by Mr. Kluge.  Vote: All Ayes. A motion 

was made by Mr. Kluge, seconded by Mr. Harper that Ordinance No. 2019-117 be adopted. 

Vote: All Ayes. The President of Council declared Ordinance 2019-117 adopted.    

     

 ORDINANCE NO. 2019-118:  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE 

MAYOR TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS, ACCORDING TO LAW, FOR 

CHEMICALS REQUIRED FOR THE WATER AND WASTEWATER 

TREATMENT FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 2020, PURSUANT TO 

SPECIFICATIONS NOW ON FILE IN THE MAYOR’S OFFICE, AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read for the first time, by title only.   

 

 Mr. Moskun said there are specific chemicals required by the EPA for treatment 

purposes.  This is a yearly housekeeping measure.   

 

 There being no further comments or questions, Ms. Michael moved to waive the require-

ment that legislation be read at three separate meetings. Mr. Moskun seconded the motion. Vote: 

All Ayes. Ms. Michael moved to approve this Ordinance as an emergency measure for the reason 

set forth in the Ordinance. The motion was seconded by Mr. Ribelin.  Vote: All Ayes. A motion 

was made by Mr. Harper, seconded by Mr. Moskun that Ordinance No. 2019-118 be adopted. 

Vote: All Ayes. The President of Council declared Ordinance 2019-118 adopted.    

     

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-119:  AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE JOINT 

OPERATIONAL POLICY AND PROCEDURE FOR SHARED FACILITIES 

BETWEEN THE CITY OF RAVENNA AND PORTAGE COUNTY, OHIO; 

AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE TO 

CARRY OUT THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE POLICY, AND  DECLARING 

AN EMERGENCY, was read for the first time, by title only.   

 

 President Bica said this is the shared responsibility between the City and the County with 

regard to meter calibration, maintenance and repair.  There was  a line item built into the budget 

for the potential repairs of meters if needed.  Every other year responsibility is taken by one of 

the entities.  The City has the first year.  This is a contract explaining how this is going to be 

done.   

 

 There being no further comments or questions, Mr. Kairis moved to waive the require-

ment that legislation be read at three separate meetings. Mr. Moskun seconded the motion. Vote: 

All Ayes. Ms. Michael moved to approve this Ordinance as an emergency measure for the reason 

set forth in the Ordinance. The motion was seconded by Mr. Moskun.  Vote: All Ayes. A motion 

was made by Mr. Harper, seconded by Mr. Ribelin that Ordinance No. 2019-119 be adopted. 

Vote: All Ayes. The President of Council declared Ordinance 2019-119 adopted.    

     

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-120:  AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE 

SUM OF $100,000.00 FROM THE ROADWAY FUND FOR THE PURCHASE 

AND INSTALLATION OF LED BULBS AND GLOBES FOR THE STREET 

LAMPS IN THE DOWNTOWN AREA, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, 

was read for the first time, by title only.   

 

 Mr. Harper said this will update all 160 streetlamps in the City.   
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 There being no further comments or questions, Mr. Ribelin moved to waive the require-

ment that legislation be read at three separate meetings. Mr. Moskun seconded the motion. Vote: 

All Ayes. Ms. Michael moved to approve this Ordinance as an emergency measure for the reason 

set forth in the Ordinance. The motion was seconded by Mr. Harper.  Vote: All Ayes. A motion 

was made by Mr. Harper, seconded by Mr. Kairis that Ordinance No. 2019-120 be adopted. 

Vote: All Ayes. The President of Council declared Ordinance 2019-120 adopted.    

     

   ORDINANCE NO. 2019-121:  AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE 

TRANSFERS AND ADVANCES FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER, 2019 

LISTED ON EXHIBIT “A” ATTACHED HERETO, AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY, was read for the first time, by title only.   

 

 Mr. Cecora said there is one advance to report, bringing some money in from the EMS 

grant.   

 

 There being no further comments or questions, Ms. Michael moved to waive the require-

ment that legislation be read at three separate meetings. Mr. Kairis seconded the motion. Vote: 

All Ayes. Mr. Kairis moved to approve this Ordinance as an emergency measure for the reason 

set forth in the Ordinance. The motion was seconded by Mr. Kluge.  Vote: All Ayes. A motion 

was made by Mr. Harper, seconded by Ms. Michael that Ordinance No. 2019-121 be adopted. 

Vote: All Ayes. The President of Council declared Ordinance 2019-121 adopted.    

     

 ORDINANCE NO. 2019-122:  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE 

MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN ENTERPRISE ZONE AGREEMENT WITH 

MCSM, LLC, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read for the first time, 

by title only.   

 

 Mr. Cecora said this is the official abatement agreement for Springseal.  The application 

is there for Mr. Knapp.  The most important as part of this exhibit, from the Ravenna School 

Board, its ratification, waiving the 45 day notification period; agrees to the 100% tax abatement 

and addresses the supplemental compensation agreement that will exist between Springseal and 

Ravenna Schools.   

 

 Ms. Michael said thank you to Mayor Seman. That is another form of economic 

development he successfully completed.   

 

 Mayor Seman said the Mark and Chris Knapp have been very good people to have move 

into the City of Ravenna.  Chris Knapp runs the business there that does billing for fire 

departments across northern Ohio.  Mark is always looking for a way to expand, getting into 

other opportunities.  He is glad the City was able to help.  The school was very good about 

getting this together.  The school’s theory on these things is that it’s not money they are going to 

lose because they don’t have it now.  They will eventually get it.  If it’s good for the City and 

provides jobs, they support it and go along with the 100%.   

 

 Mr. Cecora said the expansion will be between 25,000 to 40,000 square feet at a cost of 

an estimated $1.2 million and 15 fulltime equivalent jobs at the end of three years.   

 

 There being no further comments or questions, Mr. Ribelin moved to waive the require-

ment that legislation be read at three separate meetings. Ms. Michael seconded the motion. Vote: 

All Ayes. Mr. Harper moved to approve this Ordinance as an emergency measure for the reason 

set forth in the Ordinance. The motion was seconded by Ms. Michael.  Vote: All Ayes. A motion 

was made by Mr. Kluge, seconded by Ms. Michael that Ordinance No. 2019-122 be adopted. 

Vote: All Ayes. The President of Council declared Ordinance 2019-122 adopted.    

     

 Second Reading of Ordinances:  None 

 

 Third Reading of Ordinances:  None 

 

 Old Business:   None 
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New Business:  Ms. Michael said for those who don’t have kids in school, they may not 

have gotten a robocall.  Tomorrow night at 6:30 at the high school, the school will be having a 
meeting to go over the community plan.  She encourages all residents to attend.  She thinks 
representatives from City Council should be there as well because there are a lot of big changes 
the schools will be facing.  It’s unfortunate they chose election night but people should be able to 
get out to vote and then get there on time.   

 
Mr. Ribelin said in the Record-Courier there are articles from the 1960’s.  In 1960, the 

Ward IV councilman, Cyrus Plough, addressed council about protecting Ravenna’s water rights.  
They were in the process of switching from wells.  He said we have to get a hold of and purchase 
land to have a reservoir and the water should come from the Congress Lake area.  That’s what 
they have now.  Apparently he was pretty prophetic in that statement.  There was also an article 
about Skeels and McElrath.  In 1968 the average income in McElrath and Skeels was $6,800.00 
per household.  They talked about unemployment rates that most of the kids didn’t have more 
than an eighth grade education because they had to drop out.  There was no running water or 
sewers there.  He can testify there were some dirt floors in some of those houses.  He thinks they 
have come a long way.  The City provides water for the township, of which they are part.  They 
also provide sewer service in those areas.  Even though they have come a long way and both 
those areas are so much nicer than they were. They’ve got a long way to go yet.  They are our 
neighbors and he thinks it’s important to remember what it was and what it can be.  He thinks 
Mayor Seman has done a good job in expressing that the people in the township are our people.  
He totally agrees with that.   

 
Mayor Seman said that’s the way it was in the schools.  There have been a number of 

new homes built in both areas.  The economics of the area are picking up dramatically.  Habitat 
for Humanity built a beautiful home in Skeels.  The land bank is helping to consolidate some of 
the lots. The lots are so small they aren’t buildable.  The land bank is acquiring those, getting 
them blocked so they can meet the zoning requirements.  This is a very active group.   

 
 Mayor’s Remarks:  Mayor Seman said on Fox 8 did some filming in Portage County, 
doing an eye on Portage County.  They were filming interesting places to visit or stop at. Three 
of them are in Ravenna; Popped was one where they did extensive interviews and filming on 
candy making that day.  The Sunshine Cupcake was one and the third was Bear’s Motorcycle 
Emporium.  If they haven’t been inside of Bear’s they’d never believe everything inside that 
building.  It is a destination place for bikers to buy parts.  Sunshine Cupcakes has become a 
destination place.  It was interesting to see it on television today.   
 
 Mayor Seman said as far as development goes in the area of places that need to be fixed 
up, there will be a new convenience store going into building on the corner of Highland and 
Chestnut.  They have been to the Planning Commission and will remodel that store and repave 
the parking lot.  It will be a nice improvement for that neighborhood.  
 
 Mayor Seman went on to say that he would like to congratulate Main Street Ravenna. 
They just received an evaluation this past week.  It is unusual for a first year to get a full blown 
accreditation, but they did everything they were supposed to do.  There are certain criteria.  
Going for training, which Mr. Kairis has been doing, is a point to go toward the accreditation.  
They are looking for great things coming from them as the proceed into the next year.  If anyone 
has any comments or ideas regarding the signage that was presented, they are looking forward to 
moving that farther ahead.  Please contact Julie if you have anything you would like to see.   
 
 Mayor Seman also noted that Deluxe Pastry Shop is reopening again tomorrow.  We need 
to support them.  There have been a lot of people invest money in businesses in Downtown.  
They need traffic and people need to shop here in town.   
 
 Mayor Seman said one other thing that deserves mention, noting an award received and 
asking Chief Wallis to contribute.   
 
 Chief Wallis said every year the mental health board asks the Chiefs of Police to 
recommend one of their officers for a Crisis Intervention Team.  He recommended Scott Krieger.  
He was selected with two other individuals, one Kent officer and one Kent State officer, were 
honored last week at NEOMed.   
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 At 7:40 P.M., Ms. Michael made a motion to go into Executive Session regarding 
pending litigation. The motion was seconded by Mr. Kairis.  Vote:  All Ayes.   
 
 Mr. Ribelin made a motion at 7:50 P.M., to adjourn Executive Session.  The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Moskun.  Vote:  All Ayes.   
 
 There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:50 P.M.  The next Regular 

Council Meeting is scheduled for Monday, November 4, 2019 at 7:00 P.M.  

 

ATTEST:   

 

 

____________________________  _________________________________ 

Clerk of Council     Council President 

 


